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Trading was extremely important to both the English settlers, and the Native Americans living in North America.  Although the English and Native Americans often had radically different views on trading, they came to be very important trading partners. It is often hard for the English to understand the Native American customs of trading. To the Native Americans, trading was a custom mainly used to build relationships and alliances, and not for profit.  Compared to the English, who looked at trade as a means for material gain, the Native American’s views on trading seemed very odd to most Englishmen.
Many English saw the trading customs of the Native American’s as inferior and backwards, and many sought to take advantage of this.  Many times when encountering a native tribe, the English would be offered furs, food or other gifts. To the Native Americans, trading was an exchange of gifts, and not necessarily a means of profiting.  When the English would offer trinkets or weapons in return, the Native American’s would again accept these, as a gift.  This trading of gifts symbolized a new relationship or alliance to the natives.  Meanwhile, as the English were unaware of this tradition, they felt not obligation towards allegiance to the natives.  The natives were shocked and confused by this behavior because to them, they had just offered a gift in exchange for friendship and protection from enemies.  The English never understood this, and were always seen as hypocrites on what the Native Americans assumed was a pledge of allegiance. This was one of the major causes of friction between the Native Americans and the English.

The English viewed trading in a radically different light.  To them, trading was merely the method of acquiring goods for profit. When the English traded goods with someone, Native Americans or not, they saw no further obligation beyond the trading of goods.  This caused a conflict between the Native Americans and the English when the English traded with both the Native Americans and their enemies at the same time.  

Despite all the good things that came out of trading with the Native Americans, trading also had many devastating consequences to the Native Americans. One of the most dominant factors which led to the destruction of the Native American culture was disease. Along with the trinkets and weapons that the English brought over from England, they also brought with them many unwanted diseases. These "white man" illnesses…smallpox, measles, chicken pox, typhus, typhoid fever, dysentery, scarlet fever, and diphtheria were devastating to the American Indian.  Lacking immunities to these common European diseases, Native Americans were highly susceptible to them.  The results were catastrophic for Native American communities throughout the Americas. Ten years after Cortez arrived in Mexico, the native population had been reduced from twenty-five million to six million, a reduction of seventy-four percent. Even the most conservative estimates place the deaths from smallpox above sixty-five percent of the total population.  The only way the Native Americans could defend themselves from disease was either to flee from the coast and go further into the country, or, barring that, they would be forced to trade with the English for medical supplies. 
Alcohol was another devastating result of trading with the English.  Alcoholism was a threat that affected nearly every Indian that came in contact with the English, and they are still affected by it today.  Not only was alcohol used by fur traders to acquire beaver pelts and other hides from the Native Americans, but it was also used to help subdue and weaken the spirits of the Native Americans.  This weakened spirit also lessened the Native American’s resistance against the English.  Due to the fact that alcohol was entirely unknown to the Native Americans, many could not handle it, and became delusional and “crazy”.  Whiskey turned many proud, self-reliant Indians into drunken beggars willing to trade anything they had for more of the white man's liquor.  Many Native Americans, when under the influence of alcohol, would often trade their skins for much less than they were worth. Thus they fell under the sway of unscrupulous traders, as many Native Americans were desperate to get alcohol to feed their addiction, even if they were exploited in the process. Thus they became dependent on their only source of alcohol, the English.  This is just one of the many ways that the English used trading as a way to harness the Indians.
Many times, the demand for furs was so strong that Native Americans spent all their time trapping fur-bearing animals, and as a result, the task of providing food for the family fell by the wayside.  With these furs, they could obtain guns, knives, horses, or alcohol.  Soon, however, many tribes lost their self-sufficient ways that had been their way of life for many centuries, and became dependant on these items from the English, which allowed the English to control the Native Americans as they wanted.  
The Native Americans became heavily dependent on the English for trade, and, when necessary, the Europeans would stop trade to weaken the Natives. When war broke out, the Natives were at a disadvantage without extra supplies or technology and were easily defeated.  As the years went on, and disease decimated their culture, the Native Americans became less of a threat to the English advantages.  Many English intentionally sent diseased blankets or sickened food to the Native Americans in order to weaken their resolve.  Many English also used the effects of alcohol to control the Native Americans and destroy their families and culture.  For these reasons the English defeated the Natives, took their land and destroyed their culture.
